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Hollywood inspiration in the Big Red One

Samuel M. Fuller was a famous and prolific Hollywood director, screenwriter, nov-
elist, journalist, and actor. Born in Worchester, Massachusetts in 1912, he moved
to New York City upon the death of his father when he was eleven years old. He
worked as a newspaper copyboy, crime reporter, and novelist before the war. He
enlisted in the Army and served in the 16™ Infantry Regiment of the First Infantry
Division. He was with the Big Red One for some of the heaviest fighting of the
war, landing in North Africa, Sicily, and Normandy. He fought with them across
France, Belgium, Germany, and into the Czech Republic. He rose to the rank of
Corporal and was awarded both the Silver Star and Bronze Star. On May 6, 1945,
the 16™ Infantry Regiment liberated the concentration camp at Falkenau (German)

y or Sokolov (Czech) in what is now the Czech Republic. Fuller filmed the liberation
and his 16mm footage was later released in the French documentary Falkenau: The
Impossible. He clearly used his wartime experiences in his later films, including
especially The Big Red One. He even co-authored a history of the 16" Infantry
Regiment. Today his name appears on a monument at the site of the Falkenau con-
centration camp, honoring the 2000+ prisoners who perished there and Fuller for
his filming of the liberation.

Ameno-n Dead in the El Salvador
Civil War
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